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^"a'sHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) FROM 
mE MAIUNGDATEOFTHISCOMMUNICATION iMw 

Status 

1)D Responsive.ocomnnunica S on(s) fl ledon 

2a)D This action is FINAL, ,or lbm»i meters, prosecution as to themen.s,s 

Disposition of Claims 

riaim(s) 1-77 is/are pending in the application. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) Q Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

Application Papers 

9 D The specification is objected to by the ™^ t0 „ y the Examine r. 

10D The drawing(s) filed on is/are. a)D accepted o )U ^ ^ cpR ( ^ 

AppUcan. may no. reoues. that any ob,ec.,on to ihe dra»ng(s ta J ^ ^ ^ cpR , , 21(d , 

4,30*™, drawing she*, Mud* «- ^JT^ZLiM Office Action orform PTO-152. 
110 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note 



Attachment(s) 4) Q interview Summary (PTO-413) 

5 H informal Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) g) q ^ . 
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Application/Control Number: 09/771,299 
Art Unit: 3739 

DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 
Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 
I. Claims 1-23, drawn to a method of providing a graft vessel, classified in class 
606, subclass 32. 

n . Claims 24-40 and 56-65, drawn to a method of harvesting, classified in class 606, 
subclass 32. 

m. Claims 41-55, drawn to amethod of transecting a blood vessel, classified in class 

606, subclass 32. 

IV. Claims 66-71 , drawn to a method of performing a bypass graft, classified in class 

606, subclass 32. 

The rnventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

inventions I-IY are unrelated Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that they are 
not d,sclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
functions, or dWerent effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP S 808.01). In the mstant case the different 
inventions have different functions and effects. 

Because these inventions are drstinc, for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art because of then- recognized drvergen, sub3ect matter, restriCon for 
examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to th,s reqmrement ,o be complete must include an 
election of the mvention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 
1.143). 
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Application/Control Number: 09/77 '1, ,299 
Art Unit: 3739 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 48(b) if one or more of the 
currently named inventors ,s no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaning in the 
application. Any amendment of inventorsmp must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 
1 48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 . 17(i). 

Any inquiry concermng this communication or earlier commumcafons from the 
examiner should be directed to Lee S. Cohen whose telephone number ,s 703-308-2998. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:00-3:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
superior, Linda Dvorak can be reached on 703-308-0994. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Paten, 
Apphcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status info— for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status tnformation for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questtons on access to the Pnvate PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Busmess Center (EEC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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